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Griffin Gazette

Frlday 19th December 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of the Autumn term, we would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a
wonderfully busy and joyful few weeks at Griffin Primary, full of celebration, creativity and community spirit.

Our term ended on a real high with the Winter Fair, which was a great success. As the first event of this kind at Griffin in several
years, it was fantastic to see our school buzzing with families, laughter and festive cheer. We are incredibly grateful to our
PTA for all of the time, care and hard work they put into organising the event, and we are excited that this marks
the beginning of many more events to come for our school community.

We have also been treated to some truly special performances. The EYFS Nativity was a delight, and our whole school
Christmas Concert was amazing. Watching so many children take part with confidence, enthusiasm and pride was a real
highlight and a wonderful reminder of the talent and togetherness within our school community.

Beyond our celebrations, learning has continued to thrive. Year 2 and Year 3 enjoyed a memorable trip to the Polka
Theatre, and Year 6 had a visit to the Jurassic World Experience at Battersea Power Station, with some pupils
describing it as the ‘best trip they've ever been on!. Experiences like these bring learning to life and create lasting
memories for our children, and we hope to bring you many more in the new year!

As we look ahead to the new year, we would like to remind families to please sign up to our Arbor Parent Portal if
you have not already done so. This will be the only way to select after-school clubs in the new year, and we want to ensure
everyone can access these opportunities smoothly. The information letter for the parent hub is in English here, Pashto and
Somali. You can access the Parent portal here.

That just leaves us to thank you for your continued support throughout the term. We wish all of our children and
families a fantastic and wonderful Winter break, filled with rest, happiness and special moments together and we
look forward to welcoming you back in the new year!

Kind regards,
Jack Taylor, Principal

EYFS

We've been having a wonderfully festive time celebrating Christmas in class! The
children enjoyed writing their wish lists for Santa, getting creative with free painting on
foil, and exploring ice through hands-on activities. We've also been busy making
combinations of patterns, recapping our shapes and prepositions, and practising
reading CVC words as our confidence continues to grow. A real highlight was rehearsing
for our Nativity, and the children looked absolutely fantastic during the real show and
made us all so proud.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/14ojIQwqVDgpda9vbl1QHhZtHp28PLIGaioKNl12trdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QiWSqmkkyTwV-Jp2-QL1kDLoFpHtgfFmm2m75hKRzJE/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18wSYO1kyJtx0rhL2_o_8-FWQ8ipeldftMNM5dO-8hFw/edit?usp=sharing
https://login.arbor.sc/?__hstc=150978025.fd9522bcba98ceadffc9007525b57ce6.1728634624416.1728935046210.1729001122820.15&__hssc=150978025.2.1729001122820&__hsfp=3665877722

Year 1

Over the past two weeks, the children have completed their final piece of narrative writing by
rewriting the story of Traction Man, using time adverbials to help structure their ideas and
sequence events clearly. In maths, they have continued to develop their understanding of
place value to 20. In science, the children finished their learning about the seasons, before
moving on to weather in geography. We also shared a festive lunch together, which everyone
thoroughly enjoyed. This week we say goodbye to Miss Bulent, our student teacher, whom the
children have grown extremely fond of during her time at Griffin, and we wish her the very

best of luck in her next placement. We would like to wish all our families a wonderful two-week
break and we look forward to hearing all about it from the children when we return in January.

Year 2 & Year 3

Year 2 and 3 had a wonderful trip to the Polka
Theatre. The children were amazing, worked
incredibly hard all term, and we are so proud.

Enjoy a well-deserved holiday!

Year 4

We're so impressed with the enthusiasm and curiosity which Jaguar Class have tackled
the Autumn term with. We can see the resilience and pratice being putting into Maths
and English really paying off. Year 4 have lots of exciting learning coming up in the New
Year but we won't worry about that until everyone has had a well deserved rest over the
holidays. We spent the last day of term exercising our creativity by making puppet
theatres, puppets, and shows to perform with them, which the children did with great
imagination. Their creativity and unique ideas were fantastic to see. A happy haoliday to all

from Jaguar Class.

Year5

This week, Year 5 enjoyed a well-earned celebration party as we head towards Christmas. The
class filled their marble jar, which is a fantastic achievement and reflects the brilliant attitudes,
teamwork, and effort they have shown this term. To celebrate, the children enjoyed a party
afternoon where they played a range of board games together and shared squash and drinks.
The celebration also marked the end of our portal story writing, which has been truly
phenomenal. The children worked incredibly hard to develop imaginative settings, characters,
and detailed descriptions. Earlier this week, they even brought their writing to life by using Al
image generation, creating pictures based on the descriptions from their own stories. This
was an exciting way to see their ideas visualised and helped highlight the power of precise
vocabulary and creative detail. We are extremely proud of Year 5 for their hard work,
creativity, and positive attitude this term - a brilliant way to finish before Christmas!



Year 6

Last week we had a brilliant time on our trip to Jurassic World, which was both exciting
and memorable for everyone. Back in class, we finished our Romeo and Juliet unit and
redrafted our stories, producing some excellent pieces of writing with clear improvements
in structure and detail. In maths, we began a short unit on measure, focusing on applying
skills accurately and confidently. We also completed our science topic on light by exploring
different light phenomena, and brought our history learning to a close by writing an essay
showcasing everything we now know about World War II. A fantastic end to several topics
— well done, Year 6!

Attendance

Thank you for your continued support with attendance this term. It is positive to see strong attendance in several
year groups, particularly Reception and Year 4, both achieving over 91% attendance, and Year 6, who are also maintaining
good attendance at 90.2%. This reflects the importance of consistent routines and regular school attendance.

We continue to see lower attendance in our Nursery and Key Stage 1 year groups, where absence and lateness have had a
greater impact. While we understand that younger children can be more affected by illness, regular attendance at this early
stage is vital for building confidence, routines and strong foundations for learning.

We would also like to remind families of the importance of arriving on time, as frequent lateness can significantly affect
children'’s learning and well-being across the school day.

As always, if you are unsure whether your child should attend school, or if you need support with attendance,
please contact the school office or speak to a member of the Senior Leadership Team - we are always happy to
help.
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Activities for your child to try




_I_L"j

Sodrth West London and
5t George’s Mental Health

Scan for more winter
crafts ideas!
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Sodrth West London and
5t George’s Mental Health

Local activities in the area.
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Tooting Hub Youth club

at The Melrose Centre
Ages:8 - 16
-meet friends -use the IT suite and music
studio -play sports -learn a martial art -get
involved in dance and drama activities -
take partin art and craft workshops -learn
life skills, including cooking

You can just “drop-in” to the centre during
opening times
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" CHRISTMAS POP-UP
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Education

Visit the Education
Wellbeing Service YouTube

/
Ta.k to someone / channel
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It can be good to talk about your feelings, so
think about who you can turn to. It could be
someone in your family, a friend, or a helpline
that can talk to you about how you might be
feeling. Kooth offers free online support too.
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www.kooth.com

kooth_uk Monitor your social

media usage

Social media can keep your anxiety
high for many reasons. Try to have
a limit on how much you check on
social media. Remove or unfollow
accounts that you notice make you

feel worse.

@ 12 days of Doing

3 Good this December!

If you are looking for meaningful
ways to help others, and to help
spread some goodwill across
Wandsworth thisChristmas visit:
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Here are some support services.that you can
° aceess durmg this'time .

SLP CAMHS Crisis Helpline Young Minds

SLP CAMHS
Crisis Line

Urgent mental health support

for children and young people in
South London

0203 228 5980

Opening hours: 9am - 11pm
365 days a year

Domestic abuse and Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) support services



https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
tel:0808%20802%205544
tel:0808%20802%205544
https://www.hestia.org/referral-line
https://www.hestia.org/referral-line
mailto:refuge.space@hestia.org.uk

