
Griffin Primary School
Medium Term Plan 2021 - 2022

Class: Jaguars Y4
Term: Summer 1
Whole School ICB Theme: Sharing The Planet
Year Group ICB Question: How can we preserve the human race?
English Text/Stimulus: Ice Palace -  Robert Swindells (Power of Reading and Literacy Shed)
Class Text: The Boy Who Biked The World - Alastair Humphreys

1) Context and overview of
learning intent

This half term, we will be reading ‘The Ice Palace’ written by ‘Robert Swindells.’ The book is based on two boys living
in the Arctic Circle in Russia. This short novel is a quest story where Ivan, the main character, goes in search of his
brother who has been taken by the mysterious ‘Starjik’. It is a moving and well written story with strong themes such as
family love and bravery. It has much to explore in terms of character and dilemma.

We will look at how our behaviour is affecting the planet and that continuing at this rate will cause permanent effects.
We will discuss how important the rainforest and the arctic is for us and how detrimental deforestation and the melting
of ice caps will be on the planet and the future population. We will discuss ways of slowing the rate of global warming
and looking after our planet to preserve the human race.

2) STICKY KNOWLEDGE

10 facts all students will KNOW
by the end of the learning theme

1. The Arctic is located at the northernmost part of our planet. Scientists usually define the Arctic as the area
above the ‘Arctic Circle’ — an imaginary line that circles around the top of the globe.

2. If emissions continue to rise unchecked, the Arctic could be ice-free in the summer by 2040.
3. Global average sea level has risen by about 7–8 inches since 1900 and it’s getting worse. Rising seas

endanger coastal cities and small island nations by exacerbating coastal flooding and storm surge, making
dangerous weather events even more so. Glacial melt of the Greenland ice sheet is a major predictor of future
sea level rise; if it melts entirely, global sea levels could rise 20 feet.

4. Rainforests are mostly found around the Equator, between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn
(Brazil, Congo, Indonesia, Peru and Colombia).

5. Rainforests are often called the lungs of the Earth because they provide 20% of Earth’s oxygen and absorb
about 20% of the Earth’s person-made Carbon dioxide emissions.

6. Many of the foods we eat daily such as pineapples, cocoa, coffee and rice originally came from the rainforest.
7. A quarter of all medicine uses ingredients from the rainforest.
8. Most rainforests are structured in four layers: emergent, canopy, understory, and forest floor.
9. The Amazon is the home of 1 million people and that they are divided into 400 tribes, each with its own

language, culture and territory.
10. Three threats facing the rainforest are cattle farming, palm oil and logging.

3) Main Focus/Area for
Development for English

● Maintain coherence throughout a piece of writing.






